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Built upon the foundation of the aposttes and prorners, Jesus Christ 
himself being the foundation corner stone.—Ephes. ii. 20. 

Shut up, O Daniel, the words and seal the book fo the time of the end ; 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. * * * Ma- 
ny shall be purified and made white, and tried, but the wicked shall de 
wickedly; but none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall un- 


derstand.— Dan.xi. 4, 10. 


<— LN ae 


MOMENTOUS TIDINGS FROM THE EAST. 


Many can bear us witness, that we have urged, from the tes- 
timony of prophets and Apostles the near approach of the Re- 
storation of the Kings from the East to their own Land. That 
these Kings are the Israelites appears from their birth-place, 
and their Divine Constituuon. ‘The land of their nativity is 
The East: they are of the East and from the East, myriads 
of them dispersed over the western world. They were a na- 
tion of Kings and Priests ; for it is written, “if ye will obey 
my voice indeed,” says Jehovah, “ and keep my covenant, then 
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, above all people; for 
all the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and an holy nation.” Exod. xix. 5,6. But they re- 
fused Him who spoke the words which Jehovah commanded 
Him to speak to them ; they rejected Jesus, and God rejected 
them ; and took to himself by the Gospel a new race of Kings 
and Priests—as it is written, “an elect race, a royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, a purchased people ”—1 Pet. ii. 9. The 
Jewish Kingdom of Priests in relation to the Nations of the 
Earth was a political institution ; but the Christian Kingdom 
of Priests, in relation to unbelieving Jews and Gentiles, is a 

iritual institution. The passage of the Apocalypse, where 
= phrase Kines or THE East is found, regards those of the 
political kingdom of priests ; for the return of the Kings of the 
East there spoken of, relates to the restoration of the Kingdom 
to Israel; that is, to their becoming again an independent 
‘community among the Kingdoms of the world. 

We are, and, indeed, have been a close observer of the po- 
litical, ecclesiastical, and commercial affairs of the kingdoms 
‘and republics of the world. I well recollect that my chief re- 
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ret in leaving Europe was my apprehension, that, in the 
Back woods of America, I should be cut off from a knowledge’ 
of the stirring events then happening, and about to occur in 
relation to the prophetic earth—Europe, Africa, and Asia. But 
through the kind attention of friends in England, I am period- 
ically supplied with some of the Leading Journals of that 
Country ; which chronicle not only the incidents of that little 
island of the sea, but of the great world at large. By these I 
am enabled to read the passing history of Nations, and to inter-. 

ret, bv facts themselves, the prophetic signs of the Times,— 

hus, when the Lord comes, should I be alive, I shall not be 
taken unawares ;—my anxious solicitude is, that the genuine 
disciples of Christ may be likewise ready. 

Believing, with faith unfeigned, that God rules the Wold,— 
when | beheld Mehemet Ali expelling the Euphratean Horse- 
men, or Turks, from the land of Canaan, and driving them 
from Syria over the Taurian Mountains;—when I saw England 
and Russia interdicting his advance upon Constantinople ;— 
when I reflected on the healing of the wounds of Egypt then 
and now in progress ; when | behold the extreme anxiety of 
Russia to stretch her borders to the Persian Gulph; and the 
acute sensibility of England to check her ambition in that di- 
rection ;—when I see the commercial enterprise of the English 
opening a highway to India along the Euphratesand Red Sea 
by steam, and thus aiming to restore the commerce of the west- 
ern world with India to its ancient route as in the days of Da- 
vid and Solomon ; when I see the empire of the Euphratean 
Turks breaking up on every side; when I contemplate the 
warlike operations of the French upon the old African province 
of Ancient Rome, subduing the piratical Arabs, Turks, and 
Moors of the Mediterranean shores, and thus rendering the 
maritime and continental communications with Canaan safe, 
and when I read in the Apocalypse that,—“ the sixth angel 
poured forth his vial upon the great river Euphrates ; and its 
waters were dried up, that a way might be prepared for the 
kings of the east”—when I reflect upon these things, 
I say, I cannot believe, that the mere aggrandizement 
of Mehemet Ali; the gratification of -national jealousies; 
the mere extension of territorial limits; the satiety of com- 
mercial lust; the mere substitution of one tyranny for another, 
or the simple addition of a colony to a kingdom of Europe ;— 
are the sole and ultimate designs of the Almighty in permit- 
ling these interesting and notable events. No; I verily believe, 
as | have often said, that the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands, is about to strike the Image of Nebuchadnezzar 
upon the toes; that the 2300 years of Daniel are on the eve of 
their demise; that the cleansing of the sanctuary is at hand ; 
that the Jews will be soon restored to their political integrity, 
not from any love borne them by the governments of the world, 
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fut from motives of policy and expediency. That these 
things are so we doubt not, will be demonstrated in a very few 
years to the astonishment of a panic-striken and guilty age; 
for the Restoration of Israel will be consummated in a tremen- 
dous crisis upon all nations. 

It wiil be seen from the letter subjoined, that Jehovah has 
answered the cries of Israel, who have for many years suffered 
under the oppression of the Turks, by sending them “a saviour 
and a vindicator, that he might deliver them ” 1n the person of 
Mehemet Ali; the present king of Egypt. Isaiah predicted 
that he wouid do this in his “ Oracle concerning Egypt” (chap. 
xix. 20) about 2400 years ago. In the same Oracle, Jehovah 
says, “ he will smite Egypt, smiting and healing her.” He has 
smitten her for many centuries, but is now healing her, as | 
will show hereafter. This letter informs us that Mehemet by 
Ibrahim his son, and Generallissimo, has made it safe to live 
and travel, in peace and security in the land of Palestine ; for, 
says the letter, “there is peace within our borders—no de- 
struction within our roads—no lamenting, but peace and se- 
curiiy in our land.” How changed is Palestine within the 
last six years !—* The unhappy condition of the people under 
the unsteady yoke of the Turks remains unchanged. ‘The 
agriculturist is continually pillaged by the authorised robberies 
of the pasha, and the predatory attacks of the Arabs. The tra- 
veller can only have his choice of different bands of robbers 
for his escort. Artand industry languish for want of vigor and 
information. Commerce exposed to arbitrary vexation, 1s con- 
dined to timid bargains, or consigned to all the risks of cara- 
vans. Such is the deplorable condition of a country, rich in 
its soil, important in its local position, and avhich might, by a 
new crusade, be easily wrested from the grasp of its barbarous 
oppressors.”—Malte Brun p. 352. This deliverance Mehemet 
has achieved, 

“ The decree of the King of Egypt” says the letter, “ has 
come tous.” By this decree the Rabbis at Jerusalem consi- 
der, that the crown of Judah is about to return to its former 
possessors. They tell us that by virtue of this edict, they have 
established 2 House of Devotion, and a House of Public In- 
struction; they have received a dispensation from paying all 
the bills unsecured on land which have been in the hands of their 
oppressors for many years; the debtors have been discharged, 
and their obligations cancelled. 

They hope soon to be favored by the rebuildin3 of their tem- 
ple; which, however will not be effected yet. The Jews in 
their own right have taken possession of the Ruins of Moriah 
in the presence of many witnesses ; and they have appointed 
gentlemen to oversee the workmen in their labors of repairing 
the breaches to dwell in. They exhort the Hebrew Merchant 
in Britain, to use his influence with the powerful among the 
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mighty, in behalf of their Nation, of Jerusalem, and of Pales— 
tine, their inheritance ; that they may be enabled to build a 
magnificent House of Holy Assemblies on the ancient ruin.— 
They describe the decree as very great. We hope we shall 
be able at some future peried to make it known to our readers. 
At present we can only lay before them the documents which 
have come to hand. 
Epiror. 





From The Morning Herald, Jan. 12, 1837. 
** Most Interesting Letter from Jerusalem ”’ 


Since the publication of Cyrus’s deeree to build and to re- 
store Jerusalem, we understand its inhabitants have not been 
so delighted with a Gentile Government as they were with 
Mehemet Ali’s on the day to which a reference is made in the 
following translation of a letter from five of the principal Rab- 
bis to a Hebrew merchant of London, who visited th m a few 
years since, and keeps up a correspondence with them :— 

* With Gon’s assistance, Monday, the 8th of Tishri, 5597 
(Sept. 19, 1836.) Here, in the Holy City of Jerusalem, to 
the famous city of London. Peace and long life, to honor 
and glory, in the splendcr of the well known Master, who acts 
well with those who are goo®, the honored naine of ********** 
"*, and all who belong to him. Thou, Gop, keep them for 
ever 

“ As it happens that the way of the gentleman leads him to 
your high honor, we let you know that there 1s peace within 
our borders—no destruction within our roads, no lamenting, 
but peace and security in our land. May Gop continue to let 
us hear of the peace of our brethren in exile, and to redeein 
us in merey a second time, with a perfeet redemption. Amen. 
May it be His will. This is a day of announcing to acquaint 
the congregation of Is:ael that Gop has comforted Zion, com- 
forted its ruins. That which ourselves have hoped, and our 
holy fathers have hoped for, we have found and seen. The 
decree of the King of Egypt has come to us.. About the reign 
of our Rabbi Jehuda, the most religious (his soul in Eden,) our 
ancestors gave themselves much trouble wnsucessfully ; and 
now Gop, by his many mercies for us, has thought of his peo- 
ple and their inheritanee, and in our low estate he has thought 
of us to return the crown to its former péssessors. Our fathers 
left us a place to be enclosed, and so let us say “ Holy, holy,” 
as there has been established a house of devotion, and a house 
of public instruction. When the people heard of the powerful 
eommand, they became astonished, and were unable to find 
their hands or feet. We brought out of the offices the letters 
which contained a dispensation fram paying all the bills which, 
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for many years had been in the hands of the mighty of the 
land, by reason of former violence and spoil. All the debtors 
were discharged, and all their ob'igations are now destroyed, 
like a broken shard, (a piece of an earthen pot.) When the 
holders of the bills saw the command of the King and his 
Ministe r, Whose name is Shah Aslam, that every debt of 15 
years’ sti madi 1g, and more particularly those which were above 
100 years, and unsecured on land, should be cancelled, and when 
they beheld the judges tearing the securities in presence of the 
pu hlic. a great nun iber of the mighty of the land brought the 
bills of which they were the holders, and gave them to our 
hy; nds for any present W hich we were pleased to give them.— 
Let the mountain of Zion rejoice, and the daughters of Judah 
be glad. Be rejoiced, O inhabitant of Zion, because the Hoty 
One of Israel is great in thee. 'T'o the Jews has been light and 
joy, as there is still help of Gop in our lan}, to raise up and 
revive, and to bring us back to our inheritance. Thus may He 
favor us to be rejoiced to see the rebuilding of the hoxse of our 
holiness. May it be His will, How glorious and tyemendous 
was the holiness of the day, Thurs day, the 19th of Elul (the 

Ist of Sept. ) The Jews, our brethren, and ourselves, enteted 
into the ruins to take possession of them, in the presence of al! 
those who came into the gate of this city. Hallowed let Him 
be who caused us to glorify His name in public. We have re- 
moved the dust from the houses which are standing. There 
is one large house and enclosure, with many other houses, and 
a cistern adjoining, but all required to be repaired. We have, 
therefore, engaged some worthy ge ‘ntlemen to oversee the 
working people, and they perform it with faithfulness: we 
hope in the Erernat to have, in the lapse of two or three 
weeks, a beautiful house of study, sacred to the Holy Name. 
We were obliged to borrow certain sums for strengthening 
and repairing the ol? buildings. And now be powertul to 
awake amopg the mighty for our nation, and for the city of our 
Gop, and the inheritance of our ancestors (as the decree, if fol- 

lowed up in its proper time, 1s very great,) to lay the founda- 
tion in the mountain of Zion. May they separate some portion 
from their riches in honor of their Creator, to build a house 
of holy assemblies in that rnin. The eyes of Israel have heen 
longing and hoping for the time in which this great decree 
would come into their hands that they might be able to fulfil it; 
and as it has now come to them, they will not be unmindful of 
it. May the hands of him be in truth to follow up the decree 
with * * if ° ° * 
They should not rest nor be quiet. Redeem in a mercy, 
Zion. It is not unknown to yon the great commandment 
which is fulfilled by rebuilding one ruin of the ruins of Jerusa- 


Jem; and according to his promise from the beginning to be 
N2 
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kind with us, will arise to assist us, and every where his hand 
and arm will strengthen him, to increase and «o bring near # 
benetit for it. According to the donations will our inheritance 
be enlarged. Now, as the ErERNAL tho ught upon the days of 
misery of Jerusale m for a good purpose aud ble ssing, itis the 
duty of every man ot Israel who has only breath in his nostril, 
to have compassion on Jerusalem; and we have confidence in 
Gop that he will send mercy. May their peace be as power- 
ful as the light, and according to the desire of those w ho sign 
their names, and are wishing for the glory of Zion, the city ‘or 
the holy festivals, and for Jerusalem, the house of our orna- 
ment. 

“We who are rejoiced by the rebuilding of our e ity, 

President, Directors, and Overseers of the German 

Congregation of the Hely City Jerusalem.” 


COPY OF A LRTTER ADDRESSED, IN 1832, TO HIS HIGHNESS MEHE- 
MET ALI, THE PACHA OF EGYPT, AND SINCE TRANSLATED INTO 
HEBREW, FRENCH, AND ARABIC :— 

* God is merciful. 


“ Annadale Cottage, Dublin. 
“May He, who long looked down with favorable eyes on 
Zion, and who caused a lover of his people to be remembered 
kindly before Pharoah, give to this short appeal, and to my fu- 
ture letters, a good acceptance with your Highness. 

“Since Gop alone confers true faith on men, those who be- 
lieve they are most highly favored by Him should be ever to- 
lerant and generous to others for His sake ; yet the attentive 
reader of imparti al history must too frequ ently discover the 
powerful, the pious, and the learned, engaged in un rrelenting 
warfare upon we ‘ak or passive individuals, who could not con- 

ntiously unite with them in either creed or wors hip; and I, 
whe am a fi.m believer in the Christian tenets, could point to 
many a record of the cruel persecutions which the Hebrew 
people have experienced from the followers of Him,*who was, 
as | believe, a most beneficent and peaceful Legislator; who 
went about continually doing good himsel!, and commanding 
His disciples to return good for evil. 

‘Had the enemies of Israel read the sacred writings duly, 
they doubtless would have found that blessings had been pro- 
mised to the benefactors of that people, as well as chastise- 
ments on all who should insult or injure them. 

“ Although the Jews have freque ntly experienced the consi- 
derate kindness of the Sultans and their Viceroys, yet in the 
vast extent of the Mahometan dominions, they have been ex- 
posed occasionally to severe afflictions. Attached to Palestine 
by the tenderest associations, its very stones and soil were still 
most precious in their sight. Numbers have removed from 
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every portion of the earth, to deposit their remains with those 
of the prophets, priests, and kings: and to terminate their sor- 
rows near the ruins of their city. There, studious of the law, 
and lamenting the transgressions of their nation, theywmerit 
the best sympathies of thos e who do not favor their religion. 

For all those venerable beings | would most humb! beg the 
sovere ign prote etion of your Highness, To other portions of 
the earth, a Jew may be attache d by the tender ties of marriage, 

blood or friends hip ; ; by the profits upon commerce, or the se- 

ductive luxuries of life; but to Jerusale ‘m, Which is not now 
surrounded by a land flowing with milk and honey, he is drawn 
by pie ty to God, or by that patriotic ardour whic h we o nly find 
existing in the bosoms of the worthy. 

“ For the Catholic, the Greek, and the Protestant institu- 
tions in the Holy Land; for the pilgrims and travellers who 
may Visit Palestine or E gypt, and for all who may be anxious 
now to settle in yourempire, | also humbly ask your Highness’s 
beneficent pragection. 

‘The piety, the patriotism, and the beneficence ot princes, 
€ oliadaas d by the historians of all ages and all climes, are justly 
held in reverence by succeeding generations; and that the re- 
cording angel may associate the names of your Highness, your 
family, your coune illors, and your subjects, with those three 

virtues in the book of life, is now my fervent prayer to the holy 
Gov of Abraham, who was the favored sire of Isaac and 
Ismael. He alone can make, destroy, and renovate. 4k gives, 
withdraws, and re-assigns at pleasure. Blessed be Gop, his 
names, and attributes for ever. 

“1 shall use the freedom of addressing other letters to your 
Highness on the origin of the pyramids, the preservation of 
those monumental relics which are coveted by curious Euro- 
peans, and other interesting subjects-—I have the honor to 
subscribe myself, with due respect for your Highness, the ser- 
vant of the friends ot Israel and Judah. 

* Josepn HAMILTon. 


EXTRACTS FROM MR. HAMILTON’S LETTER TO THE COMMANDER OP 
* THE EUPHRATES EXPEDITION, UPON THE 1OTH OF FER, 1835. 


“T shall send you by the mail this evening a tiles of my 
Writings, inc luding a copy of my letter to the Pacha of Egypt 
which has been translated into ie renchand Hi bre Ww, ~ which 
I wish to have translated into the Persian, Arabic . and Turkish 
languages. That letter was writtenin 1832, and when, in Janu- 
ary, 1833, the Envoys from Constantinople and from Cairo 
were so wisely cultivating European friendships, 1 respect- 
fully reminded both our Sovereign and his Ministers, that a 
time was come when Musselmen might be more conciliated 
towards Jews and Christians in the Kast. 

















269 


“ At present a peaceful, just, and generous policy pervades 
more Cabinets than those of Christendom. The Courts of Con- 
stantinople, Teheran, and Cairo, will no longer wait for a re- 
monstrance from the Luropean Sovereigns, 40 avenge the op- 
pression of a Christian or a Jew, by any petty tyrant in their 
States. A Peter need not now preach up crusades through 
Christendom; nor an Exmouth be despatched for ‘ captive 
exiles’ to Algiers ; for powerful individuals who are not con- 
stant readers of our Scriptures are acquainted with some yery 
wholesome truths which they contain. They know that ‘ the 
liberal man deviseth liberal things, and it is by liberal things 
he shall be established.’ : ma 

“ A similar spirit will speedily, I trust, diffuse itself through- 
out the whole of the Mahometan dominions. He who sin- 
cerely reverences Mecca and its tomb will pity the venerable 
Hebrew watchman, who weeps upon the walls of Zion, and 
the pious Christian at the Sepulcbre of Curisr. It is perhaps, 
but barely justice to remark that, if the Christians sufiered {or- 
merly, for conscience sake, in States where their religion was 
deemed worse than foolish, unfortunately they, with no excuse 
at all for persecuting zeal, have, in their turn, oppressed the 
Jew and Saracen. With a meek and merciful Repeemer for 
their guide, the sword was their continual companion, and 
‘Dro duce, et ferro committante’ has too often been their 
motto. ‘hey had a zeal which was not in accordance with 
true knowledge or sincere devotion, and it might be justly said 
to them, as to the sons of Zebedee before Samaria, ‘ Ye know 
not what spirit ye are of. 

“A few days’ voyage in a well-appointed steamer will soon 
accommodate the English, Scoich, and Irish Jew, who wishes 
to observe his feast or fast within the Holy City; Christians 
of every sect, and travellers from every country, will avail 
themselves of comfortable, cheap, and quick conveyances to 
the most interesting portions of the globe; the interests of the 
Mahometan wil! be promoted greatly ; his hospitality, charity, 
and justice, will be the general theme of Christian panegyric ; 
the prejudices of all parties will be gradually corrected, and a 
preparation wil! be made for the fulfilment of Isaiah xix., in 
which we are assured that there shall be an altar to the Lord 
in the midst of Egypt, and a monument of the Lord at the 
borders thereof, for a sign and fora testimony ; that the Egypt- 
ians shall make vows to the Lord, and perform them; that 
Israel shall be third to the Egyptian and the Assyrian, a bless- 
ing in the midst of the land which the Lorpof Hosts Yehorah 
T'zabaoth hath blessed; saying, ‘Blessed be my people of 
Egypt, and the work of my hands to the Assyrian ; but Israel is 
my inheritance.’ 
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“ Please send to the chief Rabbi, and the Christian pastors 
in Jerusalem, the document which J address to you for them, 
and proceed upon your voyage with a thousand benedictions, 
confiding in the sacred name which | have written in the He- 
brew character. 

“When you pass through the waters may they not cover 
you. May you be preserved through every peril, by that Om- 
nipotent appellation of the Gop of Jacob, for the glory of which 
my Divine Repremer was especially solicitous ; in which he 
kept his own disciples safe, and implored his F'aruer to pre- 
serve them still. May that Prince of Princes, pastors, patriots, 
and prophets rebuke each adverse wind and wave which you 
encounter, and may he do unto you all as unto Ephraim and 
Manasses.” 


THE HARBINGER ON “MATERIALIS™.” 
No. 5. 

Ye do search the Scriptures ; because in them ye think ye have eternal 
life.—Jesus to the Jews. 

If you would enter into eternal life, keep the commandments—Jcsus fo 
a Rich Man. 

The Jews believed in a life which should be eternal; and 
they believed that all that was to be known about it was to be 
found in the Old Testament Writings; end for this reason it 
was that many of them searched the scriptures diligeutly.— 
They believed in a resurrection of the dead, which is te:med 
“THE HOPE OF ISRAEL ”—for which hope the Apostle of the 
Gentiles was bound with chains ;—a hope which is likewise 
styled, THE HOPE OF THE PROMISE MADE OF GOD TO THE FATHERS 
—even to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob :—a hope for which 
Paul the accused of the Jews, stood and was judged at Cxsar’s 
bar ;—a hope, unto which the Twelve Tribes worshipping 
continually, night and day, hoped to attain ; and for this same 
hope of the promise unpolluted by metaphysical subtleties, it is, 
that we plead and are held up to the pious horror of the faith- 
ful as a Priestleyan Materialist! Be itso. Who would not 
bear reproach for the true doctrine concerning such a hope ?7— 
The Master, who brought to’ight the means by which an in- 
terest in this “ promise of life” might be attained, was, in the 
cause of this same hope, misrepresented and maligned ; he 
was despised as a Samaritan diabolically possessed; yet the 
truth remained, and his labors were accepted of God. Well, 
then, indulgent reader, let us thank God and take courage.— 
We will suffer shame, yea and loss, if needful, for the whole- 
some and scriptural doctrine of eternal life. Let power, influ- 
ence, authority, or ecclesiastical censures, be brought to bear 
upon us for our “ speculative and untaught questions,” it mat- 
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ters not; we know we have the truth,and thetruth, as we he- 
nestly believe it, we will unflinchingly maintain. 
We come now to the seventh “argument” for a metaphysi- 
cal interpretation of the word s virit. This is supposed to be 
discovered in Heb. xii. 23, r widale speaks of “ the spirits of just 
men made perfect.” We have, in the second volume, page 
220, given what we believed to be the correct meaning of the 
passage. We have not read anything in the Harbinger, to 
convince us of the metaphysics of the text. The Advocate 
does not make Paul say, as he is said to do,—‘ you justified 
Hebrews are, in the Church, associated with justified He- 
brews. This is not “in short metre, his understanding «i 
the matter.” It may be the Harbinger’ s opinion that this ts 
our view of it; but “in short metre,” we would rejoin, that he 
i: mistaken. We conside , that Paul was reasoning with the 
Christians of the Hebrew nation, and laying before them mo- 
tives to perseverance in the faith of C hrist; from which some 
of their fellow countrymen, who stil! adhered to the law of 
Moses, sought toseduce them. Paul, in v. 17, warned them 
by the fate of Esau, against the sin of Apostacy. If they sin- 
ned wilfully by renouncing the Christ, there was, as in his case, 
no room for repentance though they “might earnestly seek it 
with tears; but to them, there remained only a dreadful ex- 
pectation of judgment, and of fie ry indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries ; as all apostates are esteemed. ‘ Now,’ 
as if he had said, ‘to what would your persecutors seduce you? 
To an Institution based upon the Law, which was promulged 
from the Mountain of Sinai—a tangible, a material mountain? 
Would they bring you back to the terrific sublimities of: that 
terrible appearance—to the blackness, the darkness, the tem- 
pest, the trumpet’s blast, and to the voice of threa :tening words? 
Is it to such a covenant, ye just men made perfect, by a per- 
feet remission, which the Law of Moses could not accord you, 
is it to such, I say, that those who afflict you would bring you 
back? You were, indeed, once under the law; but could per- 
fection of spirit be attained by the sprinkling of its sacrificial 
blood? It is true you were esteemed just men; but the Justi- 
fication, or righteousness, you were then the subjects of, was 
imperfect ; enduring only fora year. You, my brethre n, the 
offerers of the sacrifices under the Law, were purified with an 
impertect purification. Your conscience was impertect, for it 
was continually from year to year, burdened with the weight 
of its sins. How could it indeed be otherwise? Your con- 
sciences were sprinkled only with the blood of bulls and of 
goats; and you know, that it is impossit tle for the blood of 
these anim: vis to take away sins, SO as there chall be no more 
a remembrance of sins. Such are the things to which you 
were subject under the Law; but, come now, let me suggest 
to your remembrance some cheering consideratious. Contrast 
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these two Institutions, and see if there are not greater induee- 
ments to a continuance in the faith of Christ, than to a return 
to the Institution of Sinai. Contrast the events connected 
with Sinai’s burning mountain, with those associated with 
Mount Zion. The Institutiou based upon these, is The City 
of the Living God; the Heavenly Jerusalem. it i is the Holy 
Jerusalem, whose citizens are far more numerous and privil- 
eged than those of Mount Sinai’s Covenant. They are honor- 
a as the angels or messengers of peace and joyful tidings to 
the inhabitants of Earth. The natural Israel to which you 
once belonged, was a particular assembly ; but, in embracing 
the faith of Jesus, you are now come to an assembly whigh is 
reneral ; a not of Jews only, but of converts from 
among all the Nations of the Roman World—to an assembly, 
indeed, constituted of individuals first-born of water and the 
Spirit, who will be born a second time, by a second spiritual 
birth, gy a resurrection from the dead. ‘These first-borns are 
enrolled in heaven; their names are registered in the Book ot 
Life. To the company of this mixed, or general assembly, and 
to God, who is the judge of all, both Jew and Gentile, you 
1ave come. Contrast the spirit or consciences of these first- 
borns, with those of men in vmanaes under the Law. Their 
consciences were imperfect, being but incompletely purified ; 
hut the citizens of the heavenly Institution, with which you 
rave become associated, have perfect consciences, being per- 
fee tly and completely purified a the blood of the Mediator of 
his New Institution, thus speaking in language the most elo- 
juent to the ears of your understandings better things than can 
ve spoken in connexion with the blood of bulls or of goats, or 
ven of Abel himself, the protomartyr of the world. Take care 
then, with all these superlative advantages of the New Institu. 
tion over the Old before you, that you refuse not God, who, in 
these last days, speaks to us by his Son: for if the re bel Israel- 
ites did not escape, who refused to listen to Moses, much more 
we Christians shall not escape, if we turn away or apostatize 
from him who thus speaks from heaven: whose voice then 
shook the earth ; but now—even in this our day—he has pro- 
mes sed, saying, “Yet once. I shake not the earth only, but also 
the heavens »—even the political and ec clesiastical heavens of 
the Mosaic kingdom. Now, this speech, “ yet once,” signifies 
the removing of the things of the Law, which were constituted, 
that the things of the New Institution, which are not tobe shaken 
may remain. Wherefore, we having received suchan Institution, 
even the Kingdom of Heaven, the dominion of a King, whose 
empire cannot be shaken, let us have gratitude, by which we 
may serve God acceptably, with reverence and religious fear. 
Such, we conceive, is the true meaning of this beautiful por- 
tion of the Word of God. We are well ‘pleased, that the re- 
marks in The Harbinger have induced us to re-consider it. 
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We are strengthened in the general view we gave of it on 4 
former occasion. We have adopted the term /first-borns in- 
stead of first-born as suggested. The Harbinger has dwelt 
upon the criticism as evidence against our interpretation ; but 
it has happily assisted us in seeing more clearly the misappli- 
cability of his conceptions. 

From the doctrine taught in the letter to the Hebrews we 
learn, that “ spirits made perfect” are consciences, or moral 
dispositions, perfected, so as to have no more conscience of 
sins ; a perfection, which is developed by perfect moral actions, 
or a keeping of the commandments of God as delivered by 
Christ Sesus, our Lord, and his Apostles. As to the word per- 
fect, its signification depends on the context to which the pas- 
sage stands related in which it is found. Noah is said to have 
been perfect, Gen. vi. 9; and God commanded him to be per- 
feet, which he would not have done, had there been no sense 
in which he could be perfect. Job says, “ God will not @ast 
away a perfect man, which implies the existence of perfect 
men on the earth, whom He could cast away if he pleased. 
‘Be ye perfect,” says Jesus to his hearers, even as your 
Father is perfect.” Perfection then, in the estimation of 
Jesus, and in the sense of this passage, is possible. “ We 
speak wisdom,” say Paul and Sosthenes to the Corinthian 
disciples, “among THE perfect.” Who are these called The 
Perfect? The Living Believers among whom Paul and 
Sosthenes spoke the wisdom of God; which until the days 
of the Apostles, was a mystery, being concealed from the 
view of those who put his Son to death. “ Begun in the 
Spirit,” or New Institution, says Paul to the Living Believers 
in Galatia, “ are ye made perfect by the Flesh,” or Old Insti- 
tution whose circumcision pertained to the flesh? This pas 
sage shews, that Paul considered the Galatians as made perfect 
by the Gospel. “Let us then,” says he to the Phillippians, “as 
many as would be perfect, be likeminded.” Would be perfect 
when? Now or hereafter? We answer in accordance with 
The Harbinger hereafter. The word perfect in this passage, 
refers to the prize about which Paul was discoursing; a 
prize, which consists, not in metaphysical abstractions, 
but in the having our humbled sopigs transformed into a 
like form with his glorious body, when the Lord Jesus 
Christ shall appear among men. “For the law made no 
one perfect,” says Paul; that is, its priests; for in this con- 
nexion he is reasoning about the Jewish and Christian 
Priesthoods. This implies, that the New Institution does 
confer perfection on its Priesthood. And who are the priests 
of the New Institution? Jesus the High Priest, and his 
Disciples, who are kings and priests to God. The Gospel then 
does make its adherents awit, which no other institution, 
however adored among men, can. This same doctrine of per- 
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feetion is taught in Heb. x. But the climax of our proof, that 
perfect is applicable to genuine disciples of Christ, as contrast- 
ed with those under the law, is this,—“ By w hich wit (or in- 
stitution) we (believers) are sanctified (or constituted holy,) 
through the off fermng r of the body of Jesus Christ once. W here- 
fore by one offering he has perfected for ever the sanctified.” 
Now this perfection of the sanctified consists in a perfect and 
complete iorgetfulness of their former sins ; “ for, says Paul, 
speaking of the perfecting institution, “ their sins and imiqui- 

ies will God remember no more,” 

From these premises we learn, that perfection, in a certain 
sense, in this life can be attained ;—that the true and genuine 
believers of the Gospel are the sole subjects of that perl elion 
which is recognized by God —they are THE PERPECT 


; that, per- 


fection is either moral or physical, that the perfect become mo- 


rally or Magra perfect when they become the or 
of the New Institi “orn, and that they becom«¢ phys! ically or 
materially perfec vhen they shall attain to the resurrection of 
the dead. This is the Mark for the Prize of the lich (¢ alling. 


It'vas that he a rht attain to this prize that Paul was laid 
hold on by Christ J sus. The resurrection wa: ihe mark upon 
which the Apostle’s eye was fixed. His ardent longings were 
not alter a state of met ‘phy sita | abstrae won, but he w as will- 
ing to suite ything that by any means he might attain to 
the Re surrec dew of t! 1e de ad, W hie th is the dl or | ) whic h we 
must, and can alone enter, unless alive at the coming of the 
Lord. nye the presence Chamber of the Almighty 


Moral, or spiritual, pertection is an indispensable prelimi- 
nary to a ivsiecal or corpore al. He that 3 snot become a per- 
feet spur it in this life will not be raised ¢ rfect body. for the 


fi 
enjoyment of that which is to come. ‘fo ‘become a perfect 
spirit, one must be born of the Spirit, and then he will be mo- 
rally perfect ; for, it is writtea, that which is bornof the Spirit 
is spirit. Now, he that 1s moially and physically periect must 
be spiritual and perfect indeed. He will then be jus st as per- 
fect as he can, or nm lh be. Seeing then, that the perfection of 
believers is not entire unt’ they rise trom the d ‘ad, the phrase, 
the spirit or a just man ts precise and emphat tic, Th spirit 
of a just man, is a Genuine and Living Eeliever. That is, 
one who has had his heart sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and his body washed in purifying water. ‘The assembly com- 
posed gene rally of the first- borns of the spirit, was constituted 
of such persons; these we.e individuals who were perfected 
by the Blood, the Water, and the Spirit, of the Gospel Institu- 
tion ; a perfection acknowledged and accepted of God, and one 
which the Institution of Moses could not confer. 

Such are the impressions which the Word of God has made 
upon “the carte blanche mind of the confident and positive 


-Adyocate ” as to the significations of these phrases. We have 
n3 
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learned them neither from Calvin, Wesley nor Priestley. Er- 
clesiastical thunder may be hurled egainst them as “speculative 
and untaught;” but we remain tranquil amidst the storm ; eon- 
fident that the electricity of its heavens cannot materially affect 
us, insulated as we are upon the testimony of God—a condue- 
tor which makes its subjects safe and renders powerless the in- 
tended bolt. . 

With this and much beside before his mind, what reader can 
continue to believe, as The Harbinger represents, that by “jus- 
tified spirit” we meant or understood “ justified breath made 
perfect,” or “ justified temper made perfect.’"— We can forgive 
and forget “ the ronr, TEMPER, and MANNER” in which an op- 
ponent of our views may treat us; but perversion, which bears 
the mark of intention, is tco bad, too bad: and the sayings 
Wwe are now considering look very much like it—but we will 
not judge of motive, but let the matter pass. 

A metaphysical divinity gives the following summary view 
of the passage we have paraphiased.— ‘The apostle told 
Christians in the flesh, Christians dwelling in mortal bodies, 
in their earthly tabernacles, that under Christ they were asso- 
ciated with all in heaven, as we!l as with all that is excellent 
on the earth; that they were under that Ncw Institution called 
Mount Zion—the City of the Living God— the heavenly Jeru- 
salem—and consequently were all ccommuniczats in the follow- 
lowing privileges—viz. the Society of, 

1. Myriads of angels, the joyful assembly. 

2. The congregation of the first-borns—the ancients long 
since dead, but enrolled in heaven. 

3. God ‘the judge of the Living and the Dead, who dwells 
in this city. 

4. The spirits of just men made perfect ; those translated to 
heaven in their bodies, and those raised from the dead after 
Christ’s resurrection. 

5. Jesus the Mediator of the everlasting Institution, with its 
everlasting peace through his blood. These are the privileges 
of the justifiel Jews and Gentiles under Christ. Here is no 
tautology—no display for eflect.”— Harb. p. 456, v. vii. 

We would ask of human traditicn, how do you know that 
the angels mentioned here are the inhatitants of other — 
and not the inspired messengers of God employed in bearing 
the glad tidings of remission of sins and eternal life to the na- 
tions of the Roman World 7—How do yon make general as- 
sembly » mean “ joyful assembly ?”—What constituted the “an- 
cient ® Antediluvians, Patriarchs, and Israelites the first-borns 


—of what were they born? Were they ever born of the spirit? 
If they were, how, or after what manner was their birth.?— 
Have they to your certain knowledge been generally born from 
the grave ? If they have been born neither spiritually nor phy- 
sically, how can they have been born at all? And if not born, 
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is not the Christian race constituted of the true first boras 7— 
Cannot a man be “enrolled in heaven” without be’ng in a 
heaven remote from the earth; can he not be living here and 
his name recorded on the rolls there; and cannot he be even 
dead in the grave-—that is, personally absent, and yet “ enroll- 
ed” there ? How dows God dwell in the New institation ? 
Where is the evidence to prove, that the spirits of the just 
made perfect are the translated and raised ? Where is the tes- 
timony to prove that those who came out of their graves after 
Christ rese, ascended to heaven?—These are a few of the 
questions we should like to see scripture answers to before we 
can receive the aforesaid metaphysical interpretation of the 
text. We agree this passage is sublime, but we exceedingly 
demur to the interpretation put upon it in the Harbinger. It 
appears, that the Editor has some years since given it the 
same rendering in a sermon “on the fulness of Gospel bless- 
ings.” We should like te know if this sermon was preached 
before or after he obeyed the Gospel: if before, then of course 
We expect but little die than what we have before us ; if after, 
we looked for better things. Though pronounced a “ materi- 
alist,” our exposition is set forth as an airy speculation. Now 
this is remarkably inconsistent. A materialist deal in airy 
speculations! This is singular indeed. 

The “Sth Argument ” is selected from Matt. x. “ Fear not 
them who kill the body, but cannot kill the soul; but rather 
fear him who ean des stroy both soul and body in hell.” —Now 
then, says the Metaphysician we have you hard and fast.— 
What can you short-sighted “ materialists ” do with the text. 
Is not this sufficient to prove you semi-infidels, and unworthy 
of toleration in C ‘hristian Society ? Justly may you be classed 
with the Paine’s s and the Voltaire’s, and all that herd !—But 
WOId, NOt su-tasi, let us examine the passage, and see what it 
means. rs 

The soul in this place, says the Spirrtualist, means “tthe in. 
destructible part of man”—which is divine particula aure 
a particle of the Divine Essence. Very well; but question here; 
—what are we to understand by this de stroying the inde- 
structible part of man; or by this God’s ability to, destroy a 
particle of his own Divine Essenee ?—This is making God 
destroy himself! We must do the Harbinger justice by say- 
ing, that he considers the soul indestructible ‘only i in relation to 
human power. Well we live in a system of relations; so that 
in some sort we must deal lightly with his destructible inde- 
structible soul. Metaphysics i is very creilulous: it can strain 
at gnats, but can swallow a drove of camels. ‘This unfortu- 
nate passage has thrown it in‘o a quandary, where we will 
leave it to get out at its leisure. But in do‘ng this we would 
not shirk the question ourselves. Well then, Eternal life is 
conditional. This doctrine is true, and though oppugned, 
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eannot be disproved. As we have said before, so we affirm 
again with equal confidence, that if true, then all passages in 
relation to the destiny of soul and body must be interpreted in 
conformity with the doctrine of Eternal Life. This passage 
then comes under this rule. 

Jesus said on another occasion—He w ‘ho believes on the 
Son fas life eternal ; He wHo REJECTS THE son, SHALL 
NOT SEE LIFE ;” but the vengeance of God awaits him.— 
Jno. iil. 36.—The vengeance of God awaiting one who shall 
not see eternal life is equivale nt to destroying both soul and 
body in hell. The signification of Matt. x. 28 is paraphrasti- 

cally this—Fear not them who sn persecute you, though they 
can deprive you of animal life, but cannot take from you your 
spiritual or eternal being ; but rather fear him, even God, who 
ean deprive you both of the life which now is and of that which 
is tocome. In this passage, f understand by the word sooma 
body, the animal life, and by the word psuche e eternal lite.— 
The Harbinger cannot objéct to this; for, the passage which 
reads thus in the common version—whatl shall it profitaman 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? > 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? he has 
sanctioned by adopting the translation of the word as rendered 
by Dr. George Campbell in the new version ; which reads thus 
—‘* what would it profita man, if he should gain the whole 
world with the forteit of his (psuchee) life? Or what will a 
man give in ransom for his life ? Freer word psuchee be it re- 
membered is the word used in Matt. x. and in Mark vin. In 
Matthew the New Version Homan Fe it soul, and in Mark, 
fife ; and furthermore, in the original it is psuchee in verses 
35, 36, & 37, of Mark viii: yet in the Old Version the trans- 
lators have rendered it life in the 35th, but soul ia the 36th & 
37th: The New Version is consistent in Mark where it ren- 
4lers psuchee life throuchont; though at variance with Matt. x. 
as collated with other places. That psuchee, in the passages 
referred to, signifies eter life is obviov sfrom the connexion 
in which ou: Lord uses it; for he uses the word when dis- 
coursing with the re fo his disciples on the subject of 
eternal life. ‘“ Whosoever” says he, “would save his life 
shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his life for my sake and 
the gospel’s, shall save it.”"—Here, the life lost, and the life 
saved are opposites. The former is the life that now is, which 
men can take from us; the latter is the hfe to come, which 
God alone can deprive us of. He that loses the life that is, 
and the life which is to be, suffers annihilation, which Gail 
alone can effect. Here again, “the eighth argument ” whieh 
ras to destroy both the soul and body of our “ materialism ;’ 
forsakes the metaphysicians, and gives testimony in behalf of 
the doctrine for which we plead. Lastly, here; if God be life 
a& j{ ls written; and psuchee and pneuma be life, as they are 
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m fact, then every thing when it dies surrenders its life to the 
Master of Life while its body moulders away. In this sense 
“ the spirit (or life) returns to God who gave it ;” and as some 
men die tn hope of eternal life, they commit their life to God ; 
which is the me aning of the spir itof aman going upward: 
but, as the inferior animals die without a hope of a future lite 
their spirit is said to go downward: the life of the former is 
hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life, and 
not some destructible indestructible spirit shal! appearthen 


Shall the save 44 appear with him in glory, and not an instent 
before. Col. 
The  cinth » argument ” is easily disposed of. It is im the 


¢ i : ‘ 
words of Paul,—* there is a spiritual body.” This we believe 
is as true 2s that Jesus rose from the dead a spiritual body.- 
The Pstbinger asks a question in connexion With this text and 


‘ os 7 *y ' j Yo ° eins 
says,——“ will it not strike the atte ntion of all. that a epiritual 


by ody is—-only a body and not a spirit?” —— We answer no; 
it does not so strike us. The great difler-nce between a spirit 
ual b a and an animal ‘ater aay apostle, teaches, consists 
in the intrinste attributes of « ach. ‘That the contrast may the 
better appear we present it in the following way. . 

That which is Animal is first,and then that which !s Spirit- 
val. ‘ Just so is the resurrection of the dead ” body- 

1. The Aninial Body 2. The Sj initual Body 
It is composed of flesh and blood itis composed of ilesh and 

and bones: boue 


It 1S C rruptib! It is iIncorruptil le: 
It is dishonored: It is gloricus; 
It is weak ; | 

It is a living soul; it is a life-enduring spirit ; 


It is the image of the earthy Adam; It is the unage of the hea 


| powerilul 5 


venlu Ada: 
it is mortal: It is immortal ; 
It is the victim of Death. lt is the fruit of victory. 
The “tenth a Tument we have alread ctiieec pare Deke 
vol. i i. We shall therefore pass on to “ Materialism No. 4.” 
The “eleventh arcument” is 2 Cor. xii. 2-5. The Harbinger 
imagines that Paul really “‘made a flieht to Paradise and back 
again.” This 1s what Mohammedanrs say of Mohammed ; but 
the Apostle does not affirm this of himself He tells us that 
the whole matter was @ rision and revelation. Must aman 
fly away to Paradise to have a vision or toreceive a revelation? 
John could have visions and revelations of events, and future 


slories for centuries upon centuries to come, and yet not leave 
the shore of Patmos’ Isle; amd shall we say that Paul was 
transported to some remote province o° infinitude that he might 
have a vision and revelation of the Eternal State? No; God 
does not deal thus with men in his communications, He whjs- 














279 


pers his revelations in their ears, and presents pictures to thetr” 
visual organs. ‘The Lord is,said to have whispered in the 
ear of Sainuel ; and the Apos tles were commanded to proclaim 
upon the housetops what should be whispered in their ears. 

The things revealed are recorded in the Bible as far as they 
can be conveyed in the at best but feeble speech of men. Paul 
was in an extacy, as was Peter when he saw the vision of the 
great sheet. Peter left not the housetop although he saw it 
tak@ up into heaven; he did not go into heaven to sce it arrive 
there. “ T’o boast indeed, ” says Paul, “is not profitable to nie 
Yet I will proceed (to ‘tell of) visions and revelations of (or 
from) the Lord.” Of the maay visions and transcendant reve- 
lations he had received from the Lord he cites one instance in 
particular, in which about fourteen years before the time he 
was then relating it, he was suddenly conveyed away in vision, 

. he was enraptured ina view of THE THIRD HEAVEN, Which 
he ike: ise terms parapise. Accompanying this extatic vision, 
or view of the superlative glories of Eternity, he heard un- 
speakable things, i. e. he heard revelations of things ¥ hich he 
eould not narrate to the Corinthians, because, their language 
was too feeble to express them. See p. 206, of this vol- 
ume. Or it may be he was commanded not to reveal them 
to others. The whole scenery, he describes as so tran-cendant 
that at the time he witnessed it he was unconscious of his ani- 
mal existence—‘ whether in the body, or out of the body, I do 
not know.’ Sueh honor as he boasted of was calculated to 

exalt a man of the strongest mind above measure. [!e might 
imagine himself to be something more than he appear: d to be 
in the eyes of ordinary men; that this should not Le Paul’s 
case, the Lord determined togive him athorn in the fesh, that 
he might not forget th: it as yet he was but flesh or en animal 
man. In this passage, paradise Is synonymous with th: Third 
Heaven, and both are equivalent to ‘the New Jerusiies BZey. 
which is Eternal. The commencement of these doc: not en- 
sue until after the Second Resurrection ; as yet they « iat only 
in the anticipations of prophecy, vision, or reveiatic::. Paul 
then could not have been personally in Paradise, but riiher had 
an extatic view of the glorious state in which he wa. to be‘at 
the appointed time. 

Next comes the “twelfth argument,” as untenabe as the 
rest. “J day shalt thou be with mein Paradise.” As we 
have said elsewhere, we shall make this text the sul) ct of a 
separate illustration. For the present, we shall brici» remark 
upon the genuineness of the reading. Griesbach,a« ! brated 
critic, and a grcat authority with Dr, G eorge Campbell, as wel! os with the 
Harbinuer says, that in some manuscripts there is a different ree one, which 
is omttted by some critics, Lut which in his judgment ought ne: to be left 
out— his *words ere “notat omissa‘a nonnullis, sed, nostro  «icio, non 
omittenda.” ‘The reading which Griesbach approves but whic! . 1 I recol- 
lect right, is not inserted in the text, is as follow ——Ka2j 
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‘tind elege the robber said too lesou to Jesus: Mneestheeti- * 


mou, kurie, remember me, Lord, hotan when elthees thou com- 
est, en tee heemera in the day tees eleuseoos sou of thy 
coming. Kai and ho lesous Jesus eipen said autuo to him: 
soi to thee legos / say ameen so be it, soi seemeron this day 
itself (that is, the day of his comi 1g) esee thow shalt be met 
emou with me en too Paradeisoo in the garden of delights. 
To read the Englts sh connectedly it is literally thus——And he 
said, to Je Sus ; Teme mber me, Lord, when trou comestin tge 
da » ofvthy coming. And Jesus said to him,—to thee I say so 
be tt; this day tlself thou shalt be with me in the arden 
of « del lights.—In the new version, the thie! appo.nts the same 
time when he desires to be remembered : he did not ask Jesus 
to remember him on that day on which he was crucitied ; but 
that he would remember him ‘when he should come to his 
kingdom.’ By making sot seemeron m¢ an the day of the cru 
cifixion the request of the robber was evaded. Parkhurst says 
concerning this word, that seemeron denote s either the artifi- 
cial or natural day. And, accord ng to a rule which cannot be 
set aside, that the signification of a word de pends upon ils 
context, it is obvious, that seemeron refers to an artificial and 
not to anatural day. In other words it refers to the day when 
Jesus sha!] descend from heaven to his kingdom and take up 
his great power and reign; and not to the d: 1y of the entomb 
ment of his animal body. But more of this hereafter. Then, 
on this very day, of his descent, shall the dead who have died 
in the lawful hope of a engi to eternal life, hear the 
voice of Jesus, and come forth, not from Paradise, but from the 
grave, that they may enter the garden of delight; and among 
these children of the resurrection will be this notorious, but 
pardoned culprit ; and thus the promise of Jesus will be redeem: 
ed. Lastly, we would observe, that this inte rpretation is all 
in conformity with the prophetic and apostolic doctrine of the 
Kingdom, and with the conditionality of eternal life-—Aston- 
ishing, that a man of such acutenesss as Brother Campbell 
should be so unperceiving in these self-evident affairs! 

The Thief and Jesus himself being with us, we shall leave 
No. 12, and pass on. Scripture being always consistent with 
itself, and having met fairly the strongest positions of the 
Spiritualist, we shall claim exemption, now at all events, from 
the necessity of noticing every text of scripture in the Bible 
perverted to the support ‘of human tradition. Our exposition 
of the 4th and 5th 2d Cor. will show our view of Phil. 1. 22-24, 
which is the basis of “ Argument 13” “ Lord Semel receive 
my spirit ” » is adduced as “Argument 14.” We have shown, 
p. 245, v. 2, the signification of this. We refer the reader to 
the > hd "The Harbinger has not attempted to explain it; for 
says he, “to explain this, is to illustrate sun- -light by moon- 





ight?’ So he thinks. I tev however attempted to interpre 
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alte text. The reader can do with the interpretation as stetns 
best to him. Argument 15 is based upon this text— God isa 
spirit and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.” Let us see if we cannot give the true signifi- 
cation of this. First then to the context. ; 

From this it appears, that the Jews and Samaritans did not 
agree on the subject of acceptable worship to God. The Sa- 
maritans with whom the Jews would have no dealings, con- 
tended that the Temple of Samaria on Meunt Gerizzim Pas 
the acceptable place of worship. The Jews denied it, owl - 
sisted that God had placed his throne im Jerusalem anc ‘Rat 
the temple of Mount Moriah was the place where men ought 
to worship. But Jesus steps in and gives the controversy a 
new direction: for he tells a Samaritan woman, that the time 


was approaching when Jews and, Samaritans should neither. 


come to Samaria, nor go to Jerusalem, to worship the Father. 
This has been literally fulfilled in the destruction of the two 
cities and the wide expatriation oO: the ancient inhabitants of 
Palestine. You Samaritans know not what you worship, said 
Jesus ; your religion ts a compound of idolatry and Judaism 
(2 Kings xviit.;) but, we Jews know what we worship; for 
(hee sooteeria) the salvation is from among the Jews. But 
tlie time comes, or'‘rather is come, when the true worshippers, 
who will be neither Jews nor Samaritans, but constituting a 
new race, shall worship the Father (en) according to spirit, 
and to truth; for such are the worshippers, who worship 
him in purity and intelligence, whém the Father requires.— 
God is spirit;—he is pure and holy,*and they that would 
worship him acceptably must worship him in spirit, in purity 
and holiness, and in truth according to his appointments. The 
woman replied, | know that Messias, who is the salvation you 
speak of comes, when he himself comes, he will declare all 
things plainly. And Jesus replied, I who speak to you, am he. 
Such is the paraphrastic rendering of this instructive conversa- 
tion. En pnewmati kai aletheia, according to spirit and 
truth, I prefer to in spirit and truth. The translation of en by 
according to is sustained in 1 Tim. i. 18, where Paul exhorts 
his son Timothy to carry on the good warfare enautais accord 
ing to them—the propheeteias—prophecies—which went de- 
fore concerning him. En pneumati and en autais, though of 
different numbers, are both of the dative case. No exception, 
therefore, can be taken to the cyntax of our rendering Would 
any body but a metaphysician think of finding proof of the ex- 
istence of abstract human spirits in such a passage as this 7— 
But it is astonishing how the eyes of men’s ymderstandings 
are blinded by human tradition. If men take up with a system 
of opinions they can see nothing in nature or revelation but the 
spectres of their own imagination. We trust, we may not 
fall inte the same evil we deprecate in others, Amen! 
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